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February 6, 1930 

Mi ss Josephine Adams Rathbone, Vice-Director 
School of Libr ary Science 
Pratt Institute Free Libr ary 
Brook~n, New York 

My dear Miss Rathbone 
, , 

On our reco mmendation Senorita Maria Ter es a Chavez, 
Avenue Hid al go 91, Mexico, D. F . , Mexico, has been gr anted a :$1500 
fello wship by the Carneg i e Endowment for International Peace. You 
prob ably had a re quest from her a few weeks ago for a catalo g of your 
Li br ary School . ne are now about to write to her, suggestin g t hat she 
make applic ation for admission to your School, but before doin g so I 
want to be sure t hat this meets with your approval. 

First, let me tell you somethi ng about her. She 
is thirty-t wo or thirty-three years of age and ~ chief libr ari an of the 
Biblioteca Cervantes of Mexico City. This is a relatively lar ge nei gh
borhood libr ary, the best one in Mexico City . The buildi ng was erected 
for t he purpose and is beautiful. . There is a good deal of adult work, 
incluril.ing work n th students, an:a there i s also a good deal of emphasis 
on lib r ary work with children . Inste ad of bein g a br anch libr ary, a s it 
would be in an ..Amer ican ci ty, this libr ary ancl its libr arian ar e re
sponsible directly to the libr ary division of th e Ministry of Educat i on. 

Senorit a Cha'vez was in a Catholic normal school 
from 1911 to 1915 . Her libr ary trainin g is described as follo ws: 

Experience: 

Study in libr ary science, 1925-.24; 
examination in book science, library 
economy, etc . , in which hi ghest qual
ific ations were received, April, 1924. 

Cataloger, cl as s i fier, assistant 
librarian, Bibiioteca "Ibero-.Americanott, 
Mexico, 1924-25; present position since 
19.26. 

THI!. BE.ST READING FOR THI!. LARGE.ST NUMBER AT THE LE.AST COST 
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She made a very good impression on those of us who attended the exican Congress in 1928. In 1929 I wrote : 

11She impressed me as being one of the four 
or five most promising librarians in Mexico. 
She is one of the first three whom I shou1m 
choose for a schol arship in an American 
libr ary school."' 

, , 
Dr. Moises Saenz, Sub-Secretary of F.ducation in the Ministry of ffi.ucation, writes: 

11I can recommerra Miss C~vez to the fullest 
extent as to personality , capacity and 
interest in library work.JT 

More recent:cy-, in response to my re quest, Dr. Saenz 
wrote the fol.lowin g letter~ 

"I am answering your letter of the 15th of 
November regarding Miss Teresa Chavez~ knowledge . 
of English, and I am glad to inform you that I 
had a conversation in English with this lady 
and gave her a little examination to test her 
knowled ge of the language. In my opinion, she 
is fully qualified to profit by the year I s work 
in a library school in the United States. She 
can carry on a conversat i on in English and reads 
with understanding, v;riting at dictation with 
but few errors. I have, of course, advised , 
Miss Chavez to keep on with her studies in 
English and I have no doubt th at, when the 
ti me comes for her to go, she will be entirely 
qualified to carry on the work you may assign 
to her. I am wondering if , in case this 
scholarship is gi ven_ to Miss Ch~vez, you could 
not make it possible for her to begin her work 
next Spring rather than next Fall. This idea 
of mine simp:cy-means th at we are anxious for ,. 
Miss Chavez to begin her training as soon a s 
possible but, of course, a decision on this 
point rests entirely with you. It is my under
st anding, however , that Miss Chavez is re ady 
to go at any time.~' 
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,, 
Senor Diaz Mercado , Libr ar ian of the Libr ary in the 

Ministry of Education, says : 

says : 

ur believe th at among Mexic an women libr ari ans 
,- ,, t · t Senorita Chavez shows the bes capa ci y and 

aptitude for libr ary work and, therefore , she 
and her libr ary would profit a gre at deal from 
the schol arshi p th at you grant . H 

Mrs . Fanny Wilson Palmer, American Consul ate , Mexico, 

,, 
1ttMi ss Chavez is a pupil of mine i n English 
and I have known her for some time. She is 
intelli gent and capable, and I have known 
very few Mexic an women with so keen a mind 
a s she has . I consider her one of t he finest 
women I have known durin g my t wo ye ars in 
Mexico." 

Alto geth er this may be an overstate ment, but at 
l ea st she is good material . 

Lar gely because of the state ments made i n the letter 
from Dr. S~enz, quot ed above , we are advisin g Senorit a Ch~vez to come to 
the United -St ates in June, and we have tentatively arr ang ed fo r her employ
ment in the Detroit Public Libr ary for t wo or three months before she enters 

' l i br ary school . We hope t hat her expenses in Detroit will not exceed her 
inco me fro m t he Detroit Public Libr ary, but she will prob ably have to use 
a portion of her fello wshi p f or tr avel . I shoul d , therefore, like to know 
what you think she ought to allo w for expenses dur i ng t he school yea r at 
Pr att. 

Senorita Chavez is fr ee to make her own choice of a 
libr ary school and sh e has indic ated t ha t she would pref er to be in New 
York or Chic ag o. She i s appare ntly, however, inclined to wait for specific 
recommendations from us . If you th i nk she can qualify fo r ad.mi ssion to 
your School, and t hat you can make a pl a ce fo r her, I am prep ar ed to reconunend 
t hat she make i mmedi ate application to you . Ple ase tell me ju st when she 
should reach Brooklyn . 

chm-ls 

7w) . 
~Carl H. Mil am 

Secret ary 


